








A pioneer who forged his own path 
finds a way to help future generations 
through scholarships. 

Clanseer Johnson became a successful businessman at 
a time when African-Americans had limited opportu-
nities to start their own businesses. But in many ways 
his is the classic American tale of a talented man with 
an entrepreneurial streak and a strong work ethic. 

Born in 1916 in Savannah, Georgia, and raised in Ro-
selle, New Jersey, Johnson impressed others from an 
early age with his winning personality and responsible 
habits. After completing high school, he launched 
his first business enterprise: hauling coal from the 
Pennsylvania mines and selling it back to his neigh-
bors in Roselle. His success led to the idea of buying 
and selling kerosene, widely used in the 1930s for oil 
lamps and heating stoves.
 
“At that time, people of color were not accepted any-
where,” recalls his sister, Mrs. Alvena Miller. “In 1935, 
Clanseer drove to the refinery and told the gate offi-
cer he was starting a business and wanted to purchase 
oil. The gate attendant got permission to let him in, 
and Clanseer became the first black man to haul oil 
out of Esso-Standard Oil in Linden, New Jersey.”

Johnson’s biggest venture began in the 1950s, when 
he seized the opportunity to buy 76 acres of farm and 
timberland in Cranbury, New Jersey. With his wife 
Anna, he raised wheat and organically fed chicken 
and pigs, which became well known for their quality.

But while Johnson achieved much in his life, he felt 
that he’d missed out on something important.

 “Back then,” says Mrs. Miller, “very few black people 
went to college. But Clanseer was always very con-
cerned about education.” To pass on those values, he 
established the Clanseer and Anna Johnson Scholar-
ship Fund for African-American students who excel in 
math and science.

Tinika M. Brown was one of the first students to re-
ceive a scholarship from the fund, in 1994. She went 
on to graduate with high honors from Georgetown 
University and is now an attorney in New York City.

Johnson’s legacy continues to support the dreams of 
students like Korey Carter, who grew up with a love 
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of mathematics. Now a senior at the College of New 
Jersey, he plans a career in mechanical engineering 
and spent last summer interning with Caterpillar in 
Decatur, Illinois.

For Carter, receiving the scholarship gave him “a very 
big boost” and a sense of validation.

“It feels good to get acknowledgment and support 
because you’re working hard,” he says. “This is really 
a blessing.”

From farmer...

...to philanthropist
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donor profile

See all of our family funds at cfnj.org/funds
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Or fill a need now at cfnj.org/opportunitiesContact Nancy Hamilton at nhamilton@cnfj.org to find your giving opportunity 109

Scholarship 
Funds

�Kevin Aaron Ade Memorial  
   Scholarship

�Dana Leigh Best Friends  
   �Forever Memorial 

Scholarship Fund

�Najeeb Green-Lewis  
   �Memorial Scholarship 

Fund

�Church in Radburn  
   Scholarship Fund

�Sensory Scholarship Fund

�Carlee A. Wines Memorial  
   Scholarship Fund

Designated 
Agency Funds

The Community Eye Fund

�Newark Police  
   Foundation Fund

�The E. Burke Ross, Jr. Family  
   Annual Giving Fund

�Other Fellow First -  
   �Support Summit High 

School Fund

Agency 
Endowment 
Funds

�Center for Holocaust  
   �Studies at Brookdale 

Community College 
Endowment Fund

Discovery Legacy  
   Project Fund

�Sales Executives Club  
   Foundation Fund

�Historic Shrewsbury  
   �Quaker Meetinghouse 

Fund

�Saint Patrick & Assumption/ 
   All Saints School Fund

Demands for giving are at an all-time high. 
So how can we stretch finite resources to do 
more, better? As the Community Foundation 
grows, we are able to expand the ways in 
which we can help you do just that. 

Welcome Nancy Hamilton,  
our new Program Officer 
New Insights on Our Charitable 
Community
Nancy Hamilton is helping us keep a pulse on 
our charitable community, and keeping you 
connected to it. When the need arises, she can 
help provide you with the best, most effective 
approach to your charitable goals.

What causes are 
important to you? 
What issues resonate 
with you? Nancy can 
help find the right 
giving opportunities 
for you. Contact her 
anytime by phone or 
nhamilton@cfnj.org. 

 

Helping You Do Good, Well 
When You Find the Need to Fill 
a Need  
Exclusive Online Giving 
Opportunities
Across our communities, there are urgent and 
under-served needs, some of which require 
only a little investment for big impact. Giving 
Opportunities is our new online feature that 
presents hand-selected projects addressing 
specific, unmet needs. 

From getting kids off the streets to SAT 
prep courses for inner-city children, Giving 
Opportunities is your place to join others 
in leveraging small gifts that make a big 
difference. Simply recommend a grant from 
your fund for the projects of your choice. It’s 
there whenever you find the need to fill a need. 
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Donor Services

Contributions In:

$61.5 Million

Grants Out:

$26.3 Million

Reaching wider and deeper 
into our communities.

Charitable Asset Growth
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2007 Giving

Our Flagship Portfolio returned +8.60% in 
2007. For all of our investment portfolios, 
allocations, returns, and finacial reports, visit 
cfnj.org/stewardship

What is Pre-Emptive 
Philanthropy?  
Read Jumping for the Cause Without 
Being Asked at cfnj.org/news



Visit cfnj.org to create a legacy that will bear fruit for generations

Carole and Leo Rogers
Rogers Family Fund

Over one hundred guests enjoyed 
an early evening backyard reception

James Porter Porter Family Fund
and James Caulfield Trustee

Stephen Tyler 
Chairman

Our 2007 Annual Meeting on Knox Hill 
honored three nonprofit leaders for their 

outstanding service to our communities: 

EXEMPLARY PERFORMANCE HONOREES
(from left to right): Deborah Berry-Toon Project Self-
Sufficiency of Sussex County, Steve Heisman HABcore, 

Inc. (Monmouth County), and Mary Jo Buchanan 
Family Service of Morris County
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