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Book Seminar Legacy Fund annual grants 

The Book Seminar Legacy Fund was established in the summer of 2025 as a way of perpetuaƟng 

the work done by nearly 700 students and auditors over the 35 years that Professor Samuel 

Freedman taught the class prior to his reƟrement from Columbia Journalism School. The fund 

operates under the fiscal sponsorship of the Community FoundaƟon of New Jersey, giving it tax-

exempt status. 

 

Beginning in 2026, the Book Seminar Legacy Fund will give three grants each year for ongoing 

book projects. Depending on the available resources, the exact amount of the grants may vary 

from year to year. For 2026, the grants will be $3,000 apiece. Any former student or auditor 

from the book class during its dura on (1991-2025) is eligible to apply for a grant.  

 

A rotaƟng group of three judges, all of them either alumni or longƟme affiliates of the class, will 

choose the recipients. The judges will change each year, and no judge will be permiƩed to also 

apply for a grant in the year he/she/they are serving as a judge. Professor Freedman and Lydia 

Gracey of the Community FoundaƟon of New Jersey will serve as ex-officio, non-voƟng 

members of the judging panel in all years. 

 

There are three grants, and they are described below. 

 Grant for work on a book proposal. This grant will support research and wriƟng of a 

book proposal. It is not necessary that the applicant have an agent or a contract in order 

to apply. 

 Grant for iniƟal work on book research. This grant will support the reporƟng and 

research for a book that has been under contract for less than five years and is not yet in 

the wriƟng phase. For this grant, an applicant must submit proof of a contract, including 

the amount of the advance, because with all other things being equal, financial need is a 

factor that the judges will consider. 
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 Grant for ongoing work on wriƟng a book manuscript. This grant will support the wriƟng 

of a manuscript for a book that has been under contract for at least five years. For this 

grant, the applicant must submit proof of a contract, but the amount of the contract is 

not a relevant factor and may be omiƩed. 

 

In order to apply for any of the three grants, each applicant must provide the following material, 

above and beyond what has already been noted. 

 The year in which the alumnus took or audited the course 

 An up-to-date, one-page professional biography 

 A descripƟon of the current book project with a maximum length of 1000 words 

 A sample of the current manuscript and/or a detailed descripƟon of the 

research/reporƟng progress, with a maximum length of 2,500 words 

 A statement of how the grant funds would be used. (While the goal of the grants is to 

cover concrete expenses, such as travel, lodging, access fees, photocopying or 

digiƟzaƟon fees, it is also permissible for funds to be used to take unpaid leave from a 

current job and/or to pay for childcare expenses, thus allowing more Ɵme for research, 

reporƟng, and/or wriƟng. The statement should be a maximum length of 500 words.) 

 

The materials should be submi ed by email to info@cfnj.org with a message line sta ng 

“Book Seminar Legacy Fund applica on.” The materials should not be pasted into the email but 

should be an aƩached file to the email, either as one Word document or as a pdf, with the 

secƟons of the applicaƟon clearly marked. Materials for the 2026 grant are due by 5 p.m. 

Eastern me on March 15, 2026. The grants will be announced by the end of April 2026, 

possibly as part of Alumni Weekend at the Journalism School.  

 

Each recipient of a grant will be required to provide a brief explanaƟon of the actual use of the 

funds, accompanied by any relevant receipts, one year aŌer having received the grant. In 

addiƟon, each recipient is expected to include menƟon of the Community FoundaƟon of New 

Jersey and the Book Legacy Seminar Fund in the Acknowledgements to the published book. 

 


